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Simplified Data Access

Using CNXPreference with CONNX data sources

The CNXPreference function enables users to test multiple similar fields, in order of preference, against a list
of criteria in order to return a single value. The syntax of the function as as follows:

CNXPreference ( <# of comparison item>, <comparison item #1>, <comparison item #2>, ... ,
<value item #1>, <output item #1>,
<value item #2>, <output item #2>, ...)

Example Table — Contacts

File Field

Contacts Company
Contact
Title

Phone_Type_1
Phone_Number_1
Phone_Type 2

Phone_Number_2 Desired Resultset

Phone_Type_3 This resultset returns the contacts address and
Phone_Number_3 phone information. The address should be the
Address_Type_1 contacts mailing address (type ‘M); if a mailing
Address_1 address does not exist, it uses the permanent
Address_Type 2 address (type ‘P’). The phone number should be
Address_2 their office phone number (type ‘O’); if an office
Address_Type_3 phone number does not exist, it uses the
Address_3 assistant’s phone number (type ‘A).

The CNXPreference SQL statement, below to the right, typed into InfoNaut — The CONNX Query Tool,
returns five columns (Company, Contact, Title, Address, Phone), as shown on the following page.

5 InfoN aut Py al - The CONNX® Query Tool : DSN=CONNX

Fle View Comnection Opfions  Help |

§TQED @ [ T bacFiows SELECT

Recent Conneclions | DSH-conrUID=admin HODE = APPLICATION= i contacts.Com pany,
Recent Queries ISELEET COMPANY, CONTACT, TITLE, CNXPREFERENCE(2, "24%", "%C%", phone_type_1, phone_number_1, phon. j
[SELECT COMPANY. CONTALT_ TITLE, CNPREFERENCE (2, "%6%". L% phane_type_1, phane_ number 1, phone_ype_2. phone_number 2. ] contacts.Contact,

[phone_type 3, phone_number_3) as phone, 1
CNXPREFERENCE (2, "%DX", "%F%", addiess_type_1, addiess_1, a :_type_2, address_2, address_type_3, addiess_3) as addiess from tabls1] con taCtS Tltl e y

B cnxpreference(2, "%A%", "%C%",

B e \ Phone_Type_1,Phone_Number_1,
Phone_Type_2,Phone_Number_2,
Phone_Type_3,Phone_Number_3) as Phone,

cnxpreference(2, "%D%", "%F%",
Address_Type_1,contacts.Address_1,
Address_Type_2,contacts.Address_2,
Address_Type_3,contacts.Address_3) as Address,

FROM
1[0 (e O T Contacts
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2 InfoMaut Professional - The COMNX® Query Tool : DSH=CONMNX

Wiew Connection Optiohe  Help

[ t Tq&alo | T MatFows

JHecent ConnectIDnS|DSN =conng;UID=admin;NODE=APPLICATION=; j
JF!ecentQueneslSELECT COMPAMY, COMTALT, TITLE, CH=PREFEREMCE[2, "Za%", "% %", phone_tppe_1. phone_number_1, phon... 3
SELECT COMPANY, CONTALT, TITLE, CNXPREFERENCE[2, "&a%", "%C%", phone_type_1, phone_number_1. phone_twpe_2, phone_number_2. ;I
phone_twpe_ 3, phone_number_3) az phaone,

CH+PREFEREMCE(Z "%D%" "%F%", address_twpe 1. address 1. address_twpe 2 address 2. address twpe 3 address3) 2z address from tabled]

Dirag a column header here to group by that column

COMPANY|CONTACT | TITLE | phone | address
Compary] Contact]  |Titlel | PhoneMumber1l
Compary? Contact? | Title2

Company3 |Contactd | Title3 | PhoneMumberl 3
Comparyd4 Contactd | Titled Address14
Comparys Contacts | Titleb
Comparyt Contacte | Titleb Address1E
Company? |Contact? | Title?

-

=[O0 e 0P —

M| 4 |Record: (1 of |7 KM Records/Sec: 5 Time : 1.54s

Compare the above with the original table, as shown in Microsoft Access.

PhoneNumber11 PhoneNumber21 PhoneNumberd1

PhoneNumber12 PhoneNumber22 PhoneNumber32
[ Compary3 Contactd Title PhoneNumber13 PhoneNumber23 PhoneNumbera3
] Companyd Contacid PhoneMNumber 14 PhoneNumber24 PhoneNumber34
[ | Compays Contacts PhoneNumber 15 PhoneNumber2s PhoneNumber3ds
|| Company6 Contactt PhoneNumber 16 PhoneNumbar26 PhoneNumberds
| |Compary? Contact? Titk PhoneNumber17 PhoneNumber27 PhoneNumbera?
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